The Bessonett Family Tree

August 28,2004
Dear Bessonett Cousins:
Handed down to me was a metal chest containing a wealth of information about my family
roots. I am fortunate that some of it refers to the Bessonetts, and I am gratified that through
an Internet introduction to Dale Stuart, I am able to share the Bessonett information with you.
There isn't much, but what I have been able to compile, I'll share through Dale.
Perhaps the most significant document of allis the Bessonett family tree.

It's a mystery

which Bessonett compiled it, or when, but because it ends with my grandmother's generation,
and didn't record that she was married, it must be dated between 1873 and 1903 (when she
married) - so it's a good 100 years old. It is made of 9 sheets of graph paper, each 8 % inches
wide by 16 % nch high, glued side-by-side to make a document about 5 % feet wide, 16 Yc
inches high.

My grandmother was Marion Elizabeth Wenzell, and she may be found toward the bottom
left-hand corner ofthe chart. Her mother was Mary Adelaide Richardson, and her
grandmother was Parthenia Bessonett. Parthenia was first married to a man named Flowers,
then remaried to Samuel B. Richardson. (On the chart, the surname "yy'en2slls" is
misspelled; it should not have an "e" on the end.)
Strangely, and most unfortunately, the original document omitted dates and middle names
/ initials. The document has not always held the answers to my questions. Many of the
Bessonett given names are repeated generation after generation, so without dates, it can be
frustrating trying to determine which Charles Bessonett was which. From time to time
surnames are misspelled. Generally speaking, children are displayed in order of birth, left to
Sometimes, a child would die at an early age, and a subsequent child bears the same
given name.

right.

Some of the dates, "?'s and added notations are in my parents' handwriting; some are in my
printing. Regrettably, I never had the opportunity to discuss the family tree with either of
them. I have added most dates and some first and middle names. Most of my dates were
extracted from Bristol, PA records found on the Intranet, some of which Dale turned-up.
is interesting that there is evidence of Bessonetts in the American Revolution and the Civil
War, on both sides. I believe that Daniel Bessonett moved to Halifax, Nova Scotia, as his
sympathies lay with the English Crown. There's a notation to that effect in my Dad's
handwriting, and I have found a similar reference on the Internet. Our family history is rich
and fascinating, and I'm pleased to share what little I can with you. Will someone please
send me my rightful share of the Bessonett fortune left behind in France?! Enjoy.

It

Dave Linfoot

Bessonett Reference in The Papers of George Washington
7l2sl04

Permit me to attempt to place the following letter into historical context, as there are specific
references to people and places at a time when the colonies were struggling for independence.
The town of Bristol, the third oldest town in Pennsylvania, was incorporated n 1720.
Washington headquartered the southern third of his army there under Colonel Cadwalader during
the Delaware Crossing Campaign in December of 1776. Cadwalader was comfortably quartered
at the George II Inn, then owned by Charles Bessonett. George Washinglon is reputed to have
slept there aS a young man enroute to Connecticut to seek a commission.

John Priestty and Charles Bessonett were proprietors of the bath springs at Bristol, which had
become one of the most fashionable spas in America during the years immediately preceding the
war, and remained so until about 1820. The establishment was locah known as Priestly's. The
enterprising Bessonett also started the first stage line from Philadelphia to New York. In any
event, the Bessonett businesses were well known to travelers passing through Bristol.
In the early months of 1776, Captain Tench Tilghman, a Philadelphian and patriot of high social
position, joined Washington's army. He was a member of a light infantry unit known as the
"Flylng Camp Battalion". (George Washington conceived the'Tlying camtr)" as a highly mobile
strategic reserve comprised of militia units from Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Delaware and
Maryland. Its mission was to guard the l-ulnerable Jersey coast, protect Washington's supply
lines, suppress roving bands of Tories and act as a ready reserve should Washington need
reinforcements.) Distinguished by his personal merits, the captain was invited to take a position
on Washington's staff. By August, he was promoted to the rank of Lieutenant Colonel as aid-decamp to Washington, and served throughout the war with great distinction as the General's
assistant and confidential secretary.
The Continental Congress named Richard Dallam deputy paymaster general of the Flying
Camp on July 17, 1776. As such, Washington relied upon him to keep his soldiers paid in timely
fashion, thereby bolstering his army's morale.
Shortly after the signing of the Declaration of Independence, squadrons of British frigates and
transports anchored offLong Island and New Jersey, bringing 30,000 British and Hessian troops
ashore. These forces drove General Washington's disheveled army of 20,000 from Long Island
and the Valley of the Hudson, and across New Jersey in the late fall of 1776. As Washington
retreated across the Delaware River to Pennsylvania, he cleared the river of boats, thereby
preventing the British from following. The British went into winter quarters, (the majority in
New York), while only a third of Washington's army remained in tact across the river in
Pennsylvania. Some British units were dispersed in New Jersey - 3,000 in New Brunswick and
Princeton, 1,500 Hessians at Trenton, 2,000 Hessians and Scotsmen at Bordentown and smaller
contingents at Black Horse. About 5,000 of Washington's soldiers were quartered inNewtown,
1,500 in Bristol and 1,000 in the defenses of Philadelphia. The British erred in their assumption
that the Continental Army had also taken to winter quarters.

r

llft,Washington issued orders to create a diversion that would draw the Hessian
soldiers south, from Black Horse and Bordentown, thereby preventing them from reinforcing
British forces farther north. On December 21"t, Colonel Samuel Griffin detached 400 of his
On Decembe

troops to threaten a Hessian outpost two miles south of Black Horse. His sharpshooters
alternately skirmished and retreated before the Hessian advance, drawing the enemy south to
Mount Holly. On Christmas Day, while the enemy enjoyed the contents of a local brewery they
had confiscated, the Americans quietly withdrew and marched on the road to Moorestown. On
the 26th, the Hessians could hear cannon-fire farther to the north, but they were too far away to
help their comrades. The Battle of Trenton was making history, bringing an important victory to
the Americans as 1776 drew to a close.
And now for George Washington's letter, dictated to his personal secretary, Colonel Tench
Tilghman. It is found in the University Press of Virginia edition of George Washington's
Papers, Revolutionary War Series, Volume 7 :262, covering October, 1776 - Jaruary, 1777.

To Richard Dallam
"Head Quarters Trenton 5thDeceffr 1776
Sir

I have yours ofthis Morning from Bristol. As the most considerable part ofthe Army is like to
be in this Town and its Neighborhood, I think you better remove the Treasury as near as possible
on the pennsylvania Side of the River, when you have fixed upon a house, a proper Guard shall
be appointed. It is very inconvenient for Officers to go for Money, which is wanted every
Moment for one purpose or other, even as far as Bristol.

Inclosed you have a Letter for Gow Livingston which desire Colo. Griffin to send over to
Burlington by a trusty Messenger, if Gow Livingston should not be at Burlington, he will
certainly be at Philada to which place Colo. Griffin (who lodges at priestleys) wil be pleased to
send it. I am Sir Yr most obt Servt
Go: Washington

P.S. Be pleased to forward the inclosed for Colo. pssd also."
Letter signed in Colonel Tench Tilghman's writing.
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