
Will oI John l]essonette

ln the nanre of God Anren l,  John Bessomett of (hc l lorrough of I lr istol, iD the
courlt) of l lucks und l 'rovince of | tenns} l t  {Dio being of sound nl ind and nlenDr}
und undcrstlnding do nroke this | | ly l  st ryi l l  ut ld ' l  estf lnlrnt i I |  ntanncr fol lo$ i t |g
that is to p{), I  order and my rvi l l  is thot nr) l . lxecutors hercafter n{med do pa} ol l
qll my just debts and funeral charg€s and that ts soon after my decease {s the}
convcniently can. ln the next place, I gi\c derise und bcqueath to nry said l lxccutors
thc sunr oI trro hundred and trvenll  pourrds. las ful nr(rncy o[ lrcnnstlvaDia, to thcDl
and their lrcirs nevertheless for the uses at|d purpo$cs herein nanled lhat lhr-r. rn,r'
said 0xecutors do ofter the end of sir( nto||lhs itfter nt] decease pav o!- caus€ to l]e
paid to nry dear wife Joyce Bcsson€tl,  ahe sutn ofsix DouDds t ivel\ 'e shi l l i t lgs la$ful
nroncy of I 'ennsylvania aloresaid, oDd six ntl)nths after (h t is trrehe nronths fronr
the day ol nry deccosc a l ike sunl of six pouDds t\r0lvc shi l l ings larvful ntone,
uforesaid i lr ihe so long should l ive und lronr that t inle during her natural l i fe i l  so
long shc sholl  contiDue nry rvidorr nry rr i l l  is th t nly s: l id l ixecutors do Jcarly nd
cvery yt[r puJ unto | | ty suid wife .ro)c0, { l t(,  lul l  ond just su l  of thirtccD pounds
four shi l l i lgs lowful nroney oIaforesaid bcing the learly intcrest of the f irst
Drentiorred two hundred [wenty pounds :tnd rt l |nd ftcr thc decease or nltrr ialge ol
rrry said rvi lc, I  give und bcqueuth thc said princi l l  l  su t 1{, ty said l , lxecutors
hcrerfter n{nr0d und to their hrirs lbrevcr I l ike\l  ise givc and bcqurath to l} s{kl
rvife Jolce { l l  and si lgular the household goods aod [ur[ i ture of rvhich shc nas
posscssed whcn I nurricd her, I likenise give hcr rty largcst Conrnron I'rayer llook
as also--- o[ all altc hogs that nray be in the pen {1 tho da} of nry decense, ulso ntJ ((il
kett le rrnd sundry snral l  art icle$ purchascd since nry nlorrioge rr i th her al l  rrhich
legacics I givc nry said de$r $ife iD l icu and ste{d of do\rer,

Itenr I gire to nry son John llessonett, onr of nll Executors hcrealler nanred nly
Eighl Day Clock, and to nry son Charles Bessoncta my other llxecutor, my nlar|j
suddlc und bridle and I givc ao my son Doniel l lessoneat and to his hcirs the sunt ol
eighay pounds current lawful nroncy oI I 'eonsylvu iu to be paid by my said
Iixecutor'$ in awelve nroDths aft€r the day ol nry dccease. I give und bequeath to nU
daughter C&therine Goh€en and to her heirs thr sunl of sixty pounds currcna lulvlul
nroney oI I'etrnsylvania, I give ond bequeilth ao ltry daughler Aone Boucher and to
her hrirs the sum of sixly pourds l ike lawlul ntoney lforesaid. I  give and b€queaah
to my duughaer Merlha Johnson and ao her heirs ahe sum ofsixay pounds like larvful
rnoney aforcsaid. And it is my will that ifo y of nly said daught€rs should hsplrcr to
die before they receive their respective legacies ond the sanre of my son Danicl that
then and in ahat case my Execulors are required (o place such of my said childrer's
share to inaerest orr good s€curity to be paid to the child or children ofsuch of nry
said chi ldren as shall  happen so to die in o just ond equal proport ion, as they
respccaively attain their age of twenty.one )cors. I give atld bequeath ao the children
of my late daughter Elizabeth Lazalere the sum of fort) five pounds like lawtul
nroney aforesaid to be divided anrongst thcnt us they respectively come of age, but
not in less than tw€lve months afaer my d€c€sse share and share alike. I give and



bcqucoth to the children of my lat€ dsughter Mary Nlitchell the l ike sunr of forty
five pounds to be paid th€m in nroDies us uf('ru\ id. I givc ond l)equeath lo the
childrcn of nry late doughaer Sarah lJodime tho l iko sur of forty fivr l lounds to l)e
poid in nro ies as aforesaid. And i[anyofnry gruldchildren should diein th€ir
It l inoriay rny wil l is ahaa such grandchild's shorc shall be divided among his her or
their brothers and sisters share and shurc alike. And should any of my children dic
rvithout issue or should oll the children oI uty son Daniel or oI eith€r of my deceased
daughters die before their legacies are paid, then it is nr) rvil l  that such shurrs be
equally divided amongst my childrcn und grandchildrcn in just and equal
proportions so lhat the children of al|) (rme of DU said daughters do not ercced on{:
child's share. Nly furaher \rill is I do her{:b) rcquire nr) ljxecutors inrnrediat€l] ufter
nry do:ltlr to place ten pounds lo intercst rnd (hcrc rontitlue it till John llessonctl,
son of my son John Bessonett shall srrivc ut his age of t\renty-one years when (he
wlrole pri lciDal und irtercst is to be paid hinr, but if hc should hupJren to dic belbrc
such rge I then give and bequeuth the stnre b his brothcrs and sisters in equal
proporlions shure oDd shrrc alike.

I Iurthor givc und bequelrlh to cnch of Dry duuglrters norl l ir i l tg, thut is to nly
duughters Csl.herine Goheen, nry duughter Annc l loucher, tnd to my daughtcr
Martha Johnson, two hrge silv€r spoons being six family silver spoons now i use in
my fanrily. I give and bequesth 1() Marahs llrelsfosrd, doughter of my dear wife
Joyce, nry feather bed, bolster and pil lorrs with on{: pair of sheels, onc blunket und
my litt lc ri]d quilt, but it she should dir l lclore nrarriage, I then girc the s:tntc 10 l||y
rrifc.

Laslly, I nonritrale constitute Bnd appoi0t ||ty soD Johlr l]essonett of the city of Nrw
York and rny son Chorles ltesson€ta of the borough of llristol Dxecutors of this ury
lust \yil lol ld testlnrent nraking thcnt || l ] residuury l-cgl|tecs to reccive oDd inherit
cvery part of nry estate oot her€in belor(: divised, ordering |!ty said lixecutors whcrc
no timc for thc poynr€nt of such legocies as I hrvc herein bequeath€d ao pay thc
soDro in twtlve mouths altcr nry dccease. And I hercby rcvoke altd nlake void ull
other wil ls by me hcretolore Drade. Acknowlcdging und ratifyinB this as nry o|| ly
Last Will lrnd 'l'estaDrent.

ln Witnrss thcreof I harc here unto
the Year of our Lord one thousand

John lressolct]

set nry hund uDd seal the fourt ir day of l \ larch in
sevcn hundred und seycnty four

314fltv


